Acute visual loss in a head and neck cancer patient with ocular metastasis and sphenoid pyocele.
We report an extremely rare case of head and neck cancer patient with right acute visual loss by ocular metastasis after excluding compressive optic neuropathy by endoscopic decompression of the sphenoid pyocele. The ocular metastasis from head and neck cancer had been reported only once in English literatures. Besides, the patient combined with sphenoid pyocele increases the difficulty in differentiating the etiologies. In this article, we describe the history of this patient and discuss the possible cause of acute visual loss and the treatment strategy. Although to differentiate the etiology of acute visual loss between metastatic malignancy and compressive optic neuropathy remain difficult, treatment strategy should focus on rescuing visual acuity. Ocular metastases should always keep in mind when acute visual loss is encountered in patients with previously treated head and neck squamous cell carcinoma.